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1. Introduction

1.1 The Purpose of this Report

This report is an assessment of whether or not the contents of the Caldecote Village Design Statement (VDS)
require a Strategic Envircnmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/ EC and
associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations. A SEA is required if the Village
Design Statement is deemed to have a likely significant effect on the environment.

1.2 The Caldecote Village Design Statement

The Caldecote Village Design Statement has been prepared to set out clear design principles to guide future
development in the village of Caldecote. It represents the priorities of the village community, as explored through
the process of community participation and consultation through which the Village Design Statement has been
developed.

The Caldecote Village Design Statement is intended to be a user-friendly tool and does not seek to replicate
existing policy and regulations that will continue to apply to all development. It does not introduce new policy but
rather it is intended to elaborate on, and be consistent with, existing and emerging Local Plan policies. The
Caldecote Village Design Statement is intended to be read by;

« Developers, property owners and their designers, in considering potential development proposals;

+ Development management officers in assessing the suitability and determination of planning applications;
and

s Statutory and non-statutory consultees, including the parish council and members of the public, in
commenting on planning applications.

The Village Design Statement is intended to give confidence to all parties involved with the planning and design
process, in order for them to understand the character of the village, community priorities, and how to respond o
them appropriately through layout and design. This will lead to better quality, mere locally distinctive development
that is welcomed by local residents and contributes positively to the sustainability of the village.

1.3 The South Cambridgeshire Local Development Framework /
Local Plan

The adopled South Cambridgeshire Local Development Framework includes a number of Development Plan
Documents (DPD) and Area Action Plans. Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment have been
carried oul for each of these documents as well as a Habilal Regulation Assessment, The Local Plan was adopted
in September 2018

Caldecote is identified as a Group Village (Palicy 5/10). The Policy states that development and redevelopment
would be permitted up to an indicative maximum scheme size of 8 dwellings provided it conforms to the
developmant frameworks of Group Villages. In exceptional cases developments of 15 dwellings would be permitted
provided it makes best use of singular brownfield sites. This highlights the importance of locally specific design

B
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guidance to protect the character of such villages.

A site for new village development (Policy SS/7) has been allocated within the Local Plan to the north-west of
Highfields, Caldecote for approximately 3,500 dwellings. The Plan supports the incorpeoration of green infrastructure,
including open space, landscaping and green separation, with separation to be instated adjacent to Caldecote in
particular to retain the rural setting.

Paolicy HQ/1: Design Principles provides the policy context for Village Design Statements and requires that all new
developmeant must be of high quality design, with a clear vision as to the positive contribution the development will
make to its local and wider context. Development proposals will be required to preserve or enhance the character of
the local area and respond fo its context in the wider landscape and be compatible with its location and appropriate
in terms of scale, density, mass, form, siting, design, proportion, materials, texture and colour in relation to the
surrounding area. The VDS develops this guidance for Caldecote.
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2. Legislative Background

2.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the
effects of cerain plans and programmes on the environment states that,

Environmental assessment is an important tool for infegrating environmental consideralions into the
preparation and adoption of cerain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the
enviranment.

{10} All plans and programmes which are prepared for a number of sectors and which set a framewori for
future development consent of projects listed in Annexes | and Il to Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June
1885 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment(7), and all
plans and programmes which have been determined to require assessment pursuant fo Council Directive
92/43/EEC of 21 May 1952 on the conservation of natural habitals and of witd flora and fauna(8), are likely to
have significant effects on the environment, and should as a rule be made subject to systematic
environmental assessment, When they determine the use of small areas at local level or are minor
modifications to the above plans or programmes, they should be assessed only where Member States
determing that they are likely lo have significan! effects on the environment.

{11) Other plans and programmes which set the framework for fufure development consent of projects may
not have significant effects on the environment in all cases and should be assessed only where Member
States determine that they are fikely to have such effects.’

The Caldecote Village Design Statement could influence frameworks for future development, or become used
ancillary to those plans and programmes that do set such a framewaork, and as such it has been determined that the
principle of the Village Design Statement should be screened for the necessary application of the SEA Directive,

The Report from the Commission to The Council, The European Parliament, The European Economic and Social
Committee and the Committee of the Regions states, on the application and effectiveness of the Directive on
Strategic Environmental Assessmant (Directive 2001/42/EC), that

the following P&F, and modifications to them, are covered when prepared and/or adopted by an authority{2]
and required pursuant to legislative, requlatory or administrative provisions:

- P&P prepared for certain sectors and which set the framework for future development consent in respect of
profects under the Environmental Impact Assessment-ElA-Directive.

- P&P requiring an assessment under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

- P&P selting the framework for development consent in respect of projects (not limited lo those listed in the
ElA Directive; see above) and determined by "screening” as being likely fo have significant environmental
effects.’

This report represents this screening process in regard to the content and influence of the Caldecote Village Design
Statement,
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3. SEA Screening

3.1 When is SEA Required?

The Village Design Statement creates design policy and guidance which is specific to Caldecole and may be
adopted by the Local Planning Authority as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). Planning Practice
Guidance — Strategic environmental assessment reguirements states that SEA,

implement[s] the requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC (the ‘Stralegic
Environmental Assessment Directive’) on the assessment of the effects of certain plans

and programmes on the environment.

Strategic environmental assessment alone can be required in some limited situations
where sustainability appraisal is not needed. This is usually only where either
neighbourhiood plans or supplementary planning documents could have significant

environmental effects.’

Articles 2 and 3 of the SEA Directive set out the circumstances in which an SEA Is required. Table 1 sets out the
assessment of whether the principle of the Caldecote Village Design Statement will require a full SEA.

Table 1: Exploring whether the Principle of the Plan would warrant SEA

Q | Criteria Response Outcome

Iz the Plan subject to preparation
and/or adoption by a natianal,
regional o local authority OR
prepared by an authority for
adoption through legisiative
procedure by Parliament or
Govemnment

Go o gquestion 2

|5 the Plan required by legislative,
requiatory or adminisirative
provision

Typical characteristics of
“administrative provisions” are that
they are publicly available, prepared
in & formal way, probably Involving
consultation with Interested paries.
The administrative provision must
have sufficient formality such thatit Mo
counts as a "provision” and it must

also use language thal piainiy

requiras rati"l&r than just encourages

a Plan to be prepared.

Go'to quastion 3

DOES NOT
REQUIRE SEA

Commentary

The VDS has been prepared for
adaption by a local authority
through legislative procedure.

The VDS would be considered as
fatling within the category of an
‘administrative provisian',
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@  Criteria Response Outcome Commentary

|5 the Plan preparad for agricullure, The VDS has been prepared for

farestry, fisharies, anergy, industry, Go to question 5 town and country planning and
transport, waste management, sets a framawork for future
water management, development consent.
telecommunications, tourism, town
and country planning or land usa
AND does it set a framework for Ma to elther :
future development consent of crileria Go'to question 4
projects in Annexes | and Il to the
ElA Directive?
: MIA
Will the Plan, in view of its likely Yes Go to question 5
4 effect on siles, require an
assessment under Article & or 7 of -
the Habitats Directive? No Go to question 8
/ The key principles and aims of
Du_es the Plan detarmine the use of - Go to question 8 R e
small areas at Iocal level, OR isita it bt ioe of atiall arass:
minor modification of a Flan likely to ;2 2
require assessment under the Nao to bath L 1:2:::3! Imrall PORRaCrale Al
Habitats Directive? criteria Saloquestani  thelratatus/in petenining kical
planning applications.
Dioes the Plan set the framewark for  Yes Go to question 8 NIA
6 future development consent of
projects (not just projects in the DOES NOT
Annexes of the EIA Direclive)? No REQUlRE SEA
Is the Plans sole purpose to serve Yes toany DOES NOT NIA
national defence or civil emergency,  critena REQUIRE SEA
7 OR is it a financial or budget Plan,
OR is it co-financed by structural No to all
funds or EAGGF programmes 2000 criteria REQUIRES SEA
o 2006/7
Yes BEGUEES SER | Siey agaiantaleck Al
Is it likely to have a significant effect _ea:ph_:ﬂ'ed BLEEG okl olggwhians
on the environment? ¢ DOES NOT in this Screening Report.
1#]

REQUIRE SEA

The following section looks at the criteria for assessing the effects of the Village Design Statement and the identified
effects of the Village Design Statement in line with the criteria. Crucially, it will determine whether there are any
likely significant effects on the environment.
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3.2 Ciriteria for Assessing the Effects of the Village Design Statement

Criteria for determining the likely significant effects on the environment, referred to in Aricle 3(5) of Directive
2001/42/EC are set out below.,

Annex |l of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC - Significant Effects

1. Thie characteristios of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to

-  the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other activities, either
with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources,

- the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmeas including those ina
higrarchy,

- the relavance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental considerations in particular
with & view to prometing sustainable development,

- emvironmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,

- the relevance of the plan or programme for the implamentation of Community legislation on the
environment (&.g. plans and pragrammes linked o waste-managemsant or water protection),

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, o
- the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,
- the cumulative nature of the effects,
- the ranshoundary nature of the-effects,
- the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due fo accidents),

- the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely to be
affected),

- the yalue and vuinerability of the area likely 10 be affectad due to:
*  special nalural characlernistics or cultural heritage,

exceeded environmeantal quality standards or limit values,

*  intensive land-uss,

the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or intermational
protection status.




Page 7

Caldecote VDS: SEA Screening Report

3.3 Likely Significant Effects on the Environment resulting from the
Village Design Statement

The following assessment will consider the likelihood of the Village Design Statement (at the time of wriling) to have

significant effects on the environment.

Table 2: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects on the Environment

Criteria for determining the likely

significance of effects (Annex Il
SEA Directive)

Likelihood and summary of significant effects

The degree to which the planor
programme sets a framework for
projects and olher activities, either with
regard to the location, nature, size and
oparating conditions or by allocating
rES0UICES,

The degres to which the plan ar
programme influences other plans or
programmes including those in a
hierarchy.

The relevance of the plan of pregramme
for the integration of environmental
considarations in particular with a view
1o pramoling sustalnable development.

Environmental problems relevant to the
plan.

The VDS sats out relevant guidance which could be used to influsnce
proposals for development within Caldecote should it be adopted by the
lL.ocal Flanning Authorty as a Supplementary Planning Documenl This could
therefore afford a strong degree of weight in determining planning
applications in Caldecote.

The VDS provides guidance for Caldecote, retevant to a local level only, The
contant of the Villege Design Statement is in confarmity to that of the
emerging Soulth Cambridgeshire Local Plan and is intended to be adopted
alongside that Plan as a SPD. The VDS will have weight in relevant planning
decisions within Caldecole due Lo its eventual intended SPD siatus,

The Village Design Statement at present does nol provide guidance on
envimnmental considerations or sustainable development for future
development in Caldecote.

The VDS reflects a small area and seeks to address some current
anvimnmeantal issues; The policy cantent of the adopted Local Plan will
additionally apply o any propasals within Caldecote. These policies have
been subject to Sustainability Appraisal within the context of the Local Plan,
This Screening Report identifies the following patential (direct { Indirect)
environmental problems or sources of potential prablems relevant to
Caldecate

« A numberof Priority Habitals (from the Priority Habitat Inventory")
are scattered throughout Caldecote, with many adiacent to the
exsting settliement boundary. These include Lowland Meadows and
Deciduous Woodland,

= Thereare 13 Listed Buildings within Caldecaote, including the Grade
I1* Pansh Church of St Michaat and All Angels.

« A SS5| (Stinnage's Wood SS5I) is within the settlement boundary

'a spatial dataset that describes the geographlc extent and location of Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2008)

Section 41 habitats of principal importanca.

e
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Criteria for determining the likely Likelihood and summary of significant effects

significance of effects (Annex Il
SEA Directive)

of Highlields, Cakdecote {south of the ourrent extent of developed
land). Anather SS51 (Hardwick Woaod S551) s Iocated adjacent to
the eastern boundary, bul is oulside of the selllement boundary
Caldecole i within varous Impact Risk Zones of both S55ls, the
closest of these to the S551 within the boundary requires
consultaticon with Natural England for residential development of
100 units or more.

« There is an area of Flood Zone 3 located at the southernmost
boundary of Caldecote.

e (Grade 2 and 2 Agricultural Land surrounds the bulll up area. This
comesponds to 'very good' and 'good to moderate’ soil quality
respectively.

The relevance of the plan or programme  The conlent of the VDS is supplementary to, and therefore not in conflict with
for the Implementation of Community those relevant planning documents within the wider district and county area
legisiation on the environment (e.g related to waste management or waler protection

plans and programmes linked o waste

management or waler protection).

The probability, duration, frequencyand  The following impacts have been identified within this Screening
reversibility of the effects on the Assessmeant
following faciors:

- Bindiversity Caldecote Is within the impact Risk Zone of two S55|s; however no land (=
identified for developmenl within the Village Design Stalement. As a resull,
there cannol be considered any likely significant effects on nationally
designaled siles within Caldecote.

- Population It is considered that there would be no effects on pepulation resulting from
the Village Design Staternent due to the small scale of the VDS area and the
fact that the VDS does not identify any land for developmeant purposes or any
specific schames that could have any certain or dentifiable effect

- Human health There are na highlighted significant effects of the Village Design Statement
regarding human health that would warrant a strategic assessment through
SEA. The Village Deslgn Statement includes guldance for the protection of
existing open spaces thal contribute to healthy lifestyles; as well as the
creation of sustainable transport networks betwean neighbouring
seltlements,

Sustainability Thema

- Fauna The impacts of the Village Design Statement on fauna ara not considerad
significant. It is possible that any number of developments that could be
fartheaming within Caldecote could have nepative impacts an prolected
species, however these are neither identified within the VDS due fo its nature
and remit nor could any such possible impact be considerad strategically
stgnificant to the extent that Strategic Environmental Assessmeant would be

e
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Criteria for determining the likely Likelihood and summary of significant effects

significance of effects (Annex Il
SEA Directive)

warranted. Such ssues are more appropriate (o be considered on a8 case-by-
casa ‘project level’ basis at the development management staga and in
accordance with relevant development management policies contained
within the LPA's adopted Local Plan,

- Flora Areas of Prionty Habitat Lowland Meadows and Declduous Woodland exist
within Caldecote, however these are not likety to be lost or otherwise harmed
as a result of guidanoe within the Village Design Statement. There will be-no
likely significant effects on flora as a result.

- Soll The Caldecote area conlains Grade 2 (very good) Agricultural Land (ALC)/
soil guality which represents the best and most versatile agrioultursl tand
within the wider District. No such land or scheme s identified for
development purposes within or as a result of the VDS, There will therafore
be no negative implications surrounding soll quality.

~Water Source Proteciion Zones (SPZs) respond to sources such as wells,
boreholes and springs used for public drinking water supply. These zones
show the risk of contamination from-any activities that might cause pollution
in the area, Caldecote s partially within a2 Source Protection Zone, The
Village Design Statemeant does nol newly identify any specific development
schemes within the VDS area and as such will not have any related effect.
Furthermaore it cannol be considered thal the Village Design Statement would
cause any related negative water quality effects related to the potential
pollution of ground water (e.q. give rise to hazardous substances such as
pasticides, oils, petrol and diesel, solvents, arsenic, mercury or chromium Vi,
or non-hazardous substances such-as ammania or nitrates), Pollution control
policles at the-LPA level also apply within the Caldecote area to ensure that
na negative effects on water quality would be experienced.

- Air The Village Design Statement doas not newly identify any specific
development schemes within the VDS area; there will therefore be no
exacarbation or creation of air guality issues. Furthermars, policy related o
air quality exists within the Local Plan that has recently been found sound at
examination,

- Climatic factors Guidance exists within the Village Design Statement that addresses flood risk
issues, particularly fleoding which oeours in the Highfields areas of
Caldecote. The Village Design Statemen! provides extensive guidance
ralated lo drainage and flood allevialion measures, [t should also be
acknowledged that Local Plan policies regarding flood risk apply in
Caldecate. There will be na significant negative effects resulting from the
scope and content of the Village Design Siatemant;

- Maternial assets Caldecote contains & small area of land designated as within-a Minarals
Safeguarding Area (MSA) within the County Council's-adoptad Minerals
Local Plan (Map 1 of 4) (2011) located at the southermmost point of the

e
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Criteria for determining the likely Likelihood and summary of significant effects

significance of effects (Annex Il
SEA Directive)

setiierment boundary. The Village Design Statement does nol include any
contant that conflicts with the presence and purpose of the MSA,

Regarding other material assets, the content of the Village Design Statement
iz not considerad to have any significant effects due o the exient | size of the
VDS area; Such issues are more appropriate to be considered on a case-by-
case basis al the development management stage and In accordance with
relevanl development management policles conlained within the LPA's
adopted Local Plan,

- Cultural hertage Caldecole contalns 13 Listed Buildings including one that 1s Grade 11° listed.
The scope and cortent of the Village Design Statement will have positive
implications for the conservation (and where possible enhancerment) of such
assets in combination with adopted Local Plan policies.

- Landscape The Village Deslgn Slatement does not newly idenilfy any specific
development schemes within the VDS area or seak any setilement boundary
amendments. Guidance is provided within the Village Deslgn Statement
which encourages the use of landscape buffers. As a result, there ara not
any significant strategic landscape effects that would wamant the requirement
for the application of the SEA Directive and the formulation of a SEA
Environmental Report.

The cumulative nature of the effects In line with the above considerations that explore the possible individual
affecis of the VDS' content, na significant cumulative affécts are considered
1o be likely to warrant the requirement for the application of the SEA Directive
and the formulation of a SEA Environmental Repart.

Tha trans boundary nature of the The South Cambndgeshire Local Plan, which has recently been found sound

affects. at examination, and the-suite of developmeant plan documents adopted at the
district level, can be seen (o suppor the protection and improvement of
conditions relevant to those sustainabiiity factors listad within the SEA
Directive. The VIS is not in conflict with these wider themaltic policies.

The risks to human health of the There |5 limited risk to humman heaith or the environment as a result of the

environment (g.g. due to accidents). VDS. This Is in consideration of the above screening requirements related to
sustainability themes. The VDS is primarnily focused on design including the
minimisation of any impacts [ accidents relevant to human health or the state
of the anvironment.

The magnitude spalial extent of the No effects are identified within this Screening Repor.
effects (geographical ares and size of
the population likely lo be affected).

The value and vulnershbility of the area As highlighted above in the screaning of the VDS per sustainability theme,
likely to be affected due to: the VDS has been assessed as having no potential for significant effects that

e
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Criteria for determining the likely

significance of effects (Annex Il
SEA Directive)

Likelihood and summary of significant effects

- special natural characterstics or
cultural hertage

- exceaded environmental quality
standards

- inténsive land use

The effects on areas or landscapes
which have a recognised national,
commiinity or intemational protection
status,

would warrant further assessment through SEA

As highlighted above in the screaning of the VDS per sustainability theme,
the VDS has been assassad as nat having any sianificant effects on areas or
landscapes which have a recognised national, community or intemational
protection status,
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4. Conclusions

4.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

The VDS has been prepared for town and country planning purposes and sets a framework for future development
consent. The aims and key principles of the VDS can be considered to determine the use of small areas at the local
level commensurate with their status in determining local planning applications, however the VDS supports existing
policy within the Local Plan that has been subject to Sustainability Appraisal. SPDs will only require SEA if they are
likely to have significant environmental effects that have not already been assessed during the preparation of the
Local Plan.

The potential for significant effects can be ruled out in consideration of the content and remit of the VDS, including
suitable protection objectives and with no identified development proposals that could give rise to significant effects
on the environment.

The Caldecote Village Design Statement can therefore be screened out for its requirement of Strategic
Environmental Assessment in ling with the requirements of Directive 2001/42/EC.
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